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Sunset at Steamboat Lake during the filming of the damselfly hatch
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After getting approval for the project 
treatment, which outlined the basic con-
tent and the overall tone and mood of the 
movie, I began working on the script and 
trying to figure out how to capture the 
breadth of Colorado fly fishing on video. 
Clearly, I needed some help. 

In February of 2006, DOW public in-
formation specialist Jeff Butler and I hit 
the road to the Crystal and Roaring Fork 
rivers for late-winter nymphing. From 
there, the race was on. Dozens of places 
and people waited down the road, and we 
could not be late. That spring went by in 
whirlwind. 

In June, we met Nick Clement while 
filming in Elevenmile Canyon. At that 
time, we had plenty of work, and Nick, 
who was fresh from college with a degree 
in filmmaking, wanted to help. He joined 
the crew as an intern. Later, Tyler Bask-
field took over as the unit’s supervisor, and 
worked on many of the scenes. 

Eventually, the crew amounted to the 
four of us and a host of friends, co-workers 
and fellow fly fishers that we recruited as 
extras and experts. 

So, how does a single crew go about 
documenting fly fishing events that are 
occurring simultaneously — a hundred 
miles apart? First, it requires a consider-
able amount of scheduling and the cata-
loging of dozens of insect hatches, 
spawning runs and known periods of sig-
nificant feeding behavior. Then, it requires 

simply opening a calendar and writing in 
the exact dates and precise locations for 
each event. 

Unfortunately, the ground gets slippery 
here. I had a list of more than 35 individual 
events, and not one of them was politely 
sitting still on the calendar. Mountain 
weather, especially in spring, moves insect 
hatches back and forth on the calendar 
like checkers. And, a series of untimely 
cold fronts will can put warm-water action 
down for weeks. 

The only solution to the scheduling 
problem was to toss out the schedule and 
shoot from the hip. I followed the status of 
hatches and spawning runs through phone 
calls and e-mails with friends and fishing 
guides. When they gave the word, we 
tossed the gear in the truck and took off.

The gear included:
• A dozen fly rods in sizes ranging from 

a willowy 2-weight for teasing cutthroat 
and brook trout from babbling brooks, to 
a beefy 9-weight for putting the brakes on 
runaway wipers and for pulling northern 
pike from the weeds. The 5-weights saw 
the most duty.

• Flies for everything — and then some; 
dozens of combinations of furs and feath-
ers for fooling trout, bass, panfish, pike 
and wipers. I held the fly patterns to a 
minimum, selecting the patterns that were 
readily available. 

• Fly packs, fishing vests, waders, float 
tubes and inflatable rafts.

• Three video cameras — one large and 
two small.

• An underwater camera bag, two tri-
pods, three microphones, a store of batter-
ies and chargers, and weatherproof cases 
for all. 

Later we added a jib crane that required 
a set of extra-heavy tripod legs and twen-
ty-something pounds of lead counter-
weights. The jib shot used in the opening 
scene of Nick fishing the South Platte at 
Tomahawk State Wildlife Area shows how 
camera motion can make the shot.

Prior to the release of “Fly Fishing Colorado” last February, a notice-
able gap stood in the Division of Wildlife’s (DOW) library of videos 
and DVDs. Missing from the list of hunting and fishing titles was a 
volume on fly fishing. The colorado outdoors staff agreed and de-
cided to fill that gap with a DVD that would entertain, educate and 
inspire anglers to sample a variety of Colorado’s best fly fishing. 

Fly Fishing Colorado
The making of the DVD

By Dennis McKinney
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In the interest of mobility, we left the 
heavy gear in the truck at all times. How-
ever, as hard as we tried, some events 
eventually slipped away from us. We did 
not get all the footage that we needed the 
first year. It was going to take another sea-
son of travelling and shooting video. 

Although the project demanded two 
years of diligent work, the very nature of 
the assignment denied us any slack. Our 
job was to cover the state for two years, 
sampling the best fly fishing and docu-
menting it on video. We would take the 
cameras to the highest alpine lakes to 
video cutthroat trout rising to dry flies. We 
would visit backcountry streams and show 
fly fishers what awaits them in the shade of 
old growth forests and in remote sunny 
meadows. We were to bring fly fishing for 
wild and native trout front and center, for 
all to see. And we would be there for the all 
hatches that fly fishers covet. 

We shot the bulk of the video on digital 
tape using a pair of Sony PD170 camcord-
ers. Toward the end of the project, we cap-
tured some of the footage in high definition 
on a Panasonic HVX200, recording on P2 
memory cards and an external hard drive 
instead of videotape.

With approximately 50 hours of raw 
footage in the can, Nick sat down at the 
editing suite and started piecing the story 
together. The gracious Jennifer Kraft, Tyler 
and I did time in the sound booth, record-
ing our lines into an unforgiving micro-
phone. Tyler and Nick searched hundreds 
of music clips to find the right one for each 
scene.

The menu art and menu programming 
are the work of the creative minds at Click 
Point Ranch of Denver. Dennis Henry and 
Ken Hoke brought to life our vision of 
being able to navigate through 40-some-
thing scenes in the DVD via the pages of a 
well-worn fly fisher’s journal. 

Since the DVD came out people have 
asked members of the crew to divulge our 
favorite places. Choosing only one is im-
possible, but Tyler and Jeff seem to talk 
more about the wipers at Pueblo Reser-
voir. Nick liked the high country, espe-
cially the cutthroat trout fishing at an 
unnamed creek in the Holy Cross Wilder-
ness. For me it was the Gunnison Gorge, I 
will never get enough of that place. 

 
Dennis McKinney is a frequent contribu-
tor to Colorado Outdoors and is currently 
under contract with the division’s Audio 
and Video Section.

Clockwise from top: Steady-cam used in the 
Rio Grande cutthroat trout scenes in the 
South San Juan Wilderness. Underwater shot 
of a brook trout. Filming the underwater 
release of a large greenback cutthroat at 
Square Tops Lakes. Using the tripod as a jib 
to get an over-the-shoulder shot on the 
Yampa River.
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